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Accent on Conservation

Butler Soil & Water Conservation District

Lynn White, Education Specialist
whitelr@butlercountyohio.org

513-765-66606 or 515-667-3720
www.butlerswcd.org

Winter/Spring 2009

Professional Development

Project WET
Correlated to State Science and Social

Studies Standards

When: February 28, 8:00 a.m. =3:50 p.m.

Where: [zaak Walton League Lodge, Loveland

Who: Educators for grades 4-12

Registration Deadline: February 20

Cost: $0-25 depending upon your school district.
Call Lynn at 765-6666 to find out your cost. (Due
to funding received from your storm water district)
Receive the Project WET curriculum & other
resources.

Graduate Credit: Discount available through UC:
One quarter hour. Involves writing a short paper in
addition to attending the workshop.

Lessons incorporate a variety of formats, such as
large and small group learning, whole-body
activities, laboratory investigations, and much
more.

Soils for 3rd Grade Teachers

When: Due to a funding hitch we have rescheduled
this workshop for the fall, October 232.

Where: Butler SWCD, 1602 Princeton Rd, Hamilton
Cost: We are waiting to see if we can make this
workshop cheaper for you .

Who: 3rd grade educators and all other interested
Receive: You will receive the NSTA book Dig In:
Hands on Soil Investigations! and other resources.
If Interested: Contact me at
whitelr@butlercountyohio.org to receive updates
Graduate Credit: Will be available from UC.

Help Me, Help You:

Have your say in the educational programs
and resources that Butler SWCD offers

We are working on our long range plan and need
your input. If there ls something that you
would like to see me offer, or if you like what |
currently offer, please let me know through a
simple survey on our website at
www.butlerswcd.org. The link to the general/
education survey is right there on the
homepage. Let me know your thoughts about
workshops, classroom programs, materials,
and other assistance. If you have any
questions contact me at 513-785-6666 or
whitelr@butlercountyohio.org

Well Water Testing Free & Confidential
March 16, 20086 from 5:30 —=7:30 pm

St Clair Twp Fire Dept, 3900 Hamilton Trenton Rd-
just off 5t Rt 127 in New Miami

Who Should Attend ?

|5 your home’s well more than 40 years old?
ols it less than 50 feet deep?

eHas it been more than a year since last tested?
Why? We are testing for nitrates that pose a problem
for infants under 6 months, pregnant women and for
people with reduced stomach acidity. May also be
offering arsenic testing.

How? Call Butler SWCD 887-3720 to find out how to
collect a sample. It's really simple.

Free Resource Library

I am sorry to say that my schedule is booked up for
the entire school year. This means that | cannot
schedule any programs for the Spring. The good news
however is that | have a bunch of resources that you
can borrow! Many of them are extremely easy to use
such as:
Watershed Model— This model allows you to ask the
students where pollution comes from and then
sprinkle the pollution (cocoa powder, colored sugar,
etc) on the model. It can also be used to discuss the
effects of pollution on wildlife and the environment and
for pollution prevention ideas. Comes with a simple
guide.
Black Bear Kit— Use this kit to teach your kids about
limits to wildlife population. Students play a game
where they are black bears looking for their basic
heeds for survival. Lesson involves math
(multiplication and division). Kit includes a black bear
claw, and molds of the front and rear paws.
Maps- Kit contains a lesson plan, examples of
different kinds of maps. The best part are the foam
models that the kids build a landscape from to match
a topographic map, then a model that allows them to
create a topographic map from a landscape. Sounds
complicated, but easy to use.
Rock Cycle— This interactive lesson allows students to
travel through the cycle as minerals. They throw a dice
and if the dice lands on “you Melt” they have to figure
out that they move to lava/magma, and if it lands on
“You are weathered and eroded” they move to
sediments and so on.

Full Library available at www.butlerswcd.org
How to Schedule a Resource—Call or email me (see
above) to schedule. Resources are available first come
first served and can be borrowed for 1-2 weeks.



Open House
.. |at the

| Volunteer Water
Quiality Lab
March 14
12-3 pm
Boyd Hall
Miami University-
Oxford

BUTLER COUNTY

High School Students (and their parents and
teachers) may be interested in attending the open house
at the Butler County Stream Team’s Water Quality
Monitoring Lab. This lab, ran by volunteers, assesses the
water quality of local creeks and rivers.

The open house will allow high school students, and
others, to see if they are interested in volunteering at
the lab. This is not only a fun way to provide community
service experience, but it also looks great on college
applications!

There are actually two volunteer positions, doing lab
work or collecting water samples.

W Lab Volunteers

Students can gain skills working
in a lab environment, testing for
fecal coliforms, total suspended
particles, nitrates and much
more. It sounds difficult, but is
actually really easy. Training will
| be provided. Usually each month,
volunteers only focus on one test such as phosphates.
Each month they come they can get the chance to learn
hew tests showing them a wide range of tests over time.

Water Sample Collection Volunteers

Volunteers also collect water
samples from their local
streams and creeks on the 2nd
Saturday of each month. These
volunteers do not have to help in |
the lab, the water collection is
also important— without it, the
lab volunteers would have
hothing to do! The water
samples can be dropped off in coolers located around the
county including at Barn N’ Bunk and Ross/Millville Fire
Dept (others are listed on the web).

To find out more about the Butler County Stream
Team, sample drop-off locations, see sites that are being
tested, and to see some of the results, please visit the
website at www.butlercountystreamteam.org

The Butler County Stream Team was created by the
Butler Soil & Water Conservation District, Butler Storm
Water District, and the Institute for Environmental
Sciences at Miami University.
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30¢ Trees for Schools

White Fine tree seedlings are available for
your school and students at 30¢ a tree. This
price includes a tree seedling, individual bags,
root preservative, and planting instructions.

The school tree cost is
subsidized by proceeds from
the Homeowners Tree
Sale. These proceeds
are also used for other
SWCD education
programs including
land-lab grants & college scholarships.

The tree seedlings are bare root that are
expected to be 16-24" in height. There will be a
maximum of 1,000 trees ordered so place
orders ASAF.

To Order: The order form is on our website at
www.butlerswed.org or call 515— 667-3720 to
have one faxed to you (remember to leave us
your fax #).

Order deadline: March 27, 2009 Order form
and payment must both be received by this
deadline.

Tree Pick-Up: April 23-24, 2009, 7 am—06
pm.
Trees will be packaged in bulk. If the students

are taking the trees home, bundles will need to
be split into the individual bags that we provide.

White Fines are a great food and shelter
source for a variety of wildlife. In fact, no other
conifer provides as much shelter and food. Gray
and red squirrels, deer, mice and 16 species of
songbirds have been known to eat the seeds.
This doesn’t even include the creatures using
the sap, needles and bark.

Environmental Education

Council of Ohio Conference
When: April 20— May 3, Attend 1 or more days
Where: Deer Creek State Park Resort &
Conference Center, Mt Sterling, OH (only 25
mins from the outlet malls on I-71)

Agenda: Friday: Field trips and workshops
Saturday & Sunday: Sessions and workshops
Participants will have the opportunity to learn,
share, and experience the best practices of
Environmental Education.

Graduate credit is typically available from
Ashland University. More details will be posted
when they become available at
www.eeco-online.org/
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