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Kelly Crout, District Director

It has been a busy four months here at
the District, and there is no sign of
slowing down. We have been hard at
work on technical calls, workshops and
events, and getting ready for the National
Envirothon contest, which will be held
here in Butler County in July. Our staff
just finished up planning and hosting
ArBeer Day, which celebrated National
Arbor Day on Friday, April 29 by handing out 200 redbud and red oak tree saplings at the
Hamilton’s Urban Backyard, where local and area breweries are on tap. The weather was
amazing, we had a great turnout, and the District looks forward to holding the event again
next year. This month we hired our Natural Resource Tech, which you will meet on page 3!
If you haven’t heard, ODNR just broke ground on an H2Ohio funded wetland in Reily
Township. Hopefully more projects will be awarded and implemented in our county.
Although the ODA’s portion of H2Ohio isn’t here in our county yet, there is a possibility
that it will be in the summer of 2023. While this program will definitely help boost
conservation practices on the ground, it is also important that these practices should be
implemented regardless of an initiative. As good stewards of the land, it is as such we
should always be willing to learn new ways to improve soil health and protect water
quality.
The first step to this goal is by having a voluntary conservation nutrient management plan
(CNMP) for your land and/or farm. This plan outlines your goals for the land and also
what conservation practices need to be implemented to reach those goals. A CNMP is also
the first requirement to receive H2Ohio funding when it is rolled out in our area. So, we
recommend contacting our office to get the plan started for your operation.
Butler SWCD and Hamilton County SWCD will be hosting a two-part nutrient management
workshop in the summer (July 14 & August 11), which will also help in preparing for
CNMP’s. Please be sure to check our website at www.butlerswcd.org closer to summer for
the workshop information, and we hope to see you all there. Also, we hope to see you all at
our Cover Crop Field Day, which will focus on continued improvements in soil health.
This is my final thought as we send out this newsletter: as we try to cover all sectors of
conservation and the various needs in our county, we realize that sometimes we can’t do
everything we would like. However, we hope that what we can and do provide to our
homeowners, landowners, and residents of Butler County does make a difference. Often
times we get calls that don’t pertain to our agency, we give advice and guidance to the best
of our ability, and sometimes we may even step on toes or ruffle feathers. But we are here
for YOU. So, send us an email, give us a call, or better yet, come visit us. We are here to
listen.

www.ButlerSWCD.org

ButlerSWCD@ButlerCountyOhio.org
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Stormwater Pollution - Pollutants on lawns or
impervious surfaces can be picked up during high rain
events and carried to streams and rivers in stormwater
runoff. Pollutants found in urban areas can come from
residential and commercial, industrial, and construction
areas, as well as any impervious surface such as parking
lots and driveways. Pollutants include nutrients from
fertilizer runoff, sediment, chemical contaminants such as
pesticides and metals, bacteria, viruses, and trash. All
pollutants can be harmful to biological life, water quality,
and drinking water supply.

Stay Stormwater Smart this
Spring
Ashlee Widener, Water Resource Specialist

As the saying goes, April showers bring May flowers.
However, April showers also bring stormwater concerns.
During the rainy months of spring, we tend to see more
frequent heavy rain events, resulting in an over abundance
of stormwater. Stormwater flows across the land, picking
up pollutants and trash, and eventually makes its way to
streams and rivers. Water levels will rise, threatening
communities and residents with flooding. In the past
several years, Ohio has been seeing an increased number
of two plus inch extreme rain events. As Butler County
becomes more developed, more impervious surface
results in increased stormwater runoff. With increasing
rain events and more impervious surface, flooding and
stormwater pollution is becoming a more prevalent threat.
It is important to stay stormwater smart and understand
the impacts of stormwater while also learning how to
reduce stormwater runoff on your property.

Fertilizer pollution can lead to nutrient enrichment events
and algal blooms, resulting in fish kills. Sediment and
siltation can smother aquatic habitat and abrade the gills
of aquatic organisms. Metals, oils and greases, and
pesticides can be toxic to aquatic organisms and also
threaten the drinking water supply. Lastly, bacteria and
viruses, like E. Coli, can harm human health if there is
primary contact with contaminated waters.
What Can You Do - There are a few actions that you can
take to help reduce the amount of stormwater runoff and
pollution where you live:

Impervious Surfaces - Impervious surfaces are any
surface that allows little or no stormwater to infiltrate into
the ground. They are mainly human-created structures
and not a natural part of the environment. These include
parking lots, driveways, streets, sidewalks, roofs, or any
concrete or asphalt structure. Here in Butler County, we
have a mixture of different land covers, including
developed land. Land covers that include more vegetation
tend to have a higher infiltration of water into the ground
compared to developed areas. In these developed areas,
rain falls on impervious surfaces and isn’t absorbed, so it
becomes stormwater runoff. Anything on that impervious
surface, including chemicals, trash, and sediment, is
washed away in stormwater to local waterways, causing
pollution. Impervious surfaces also increase the amount
and speed of stormwater runoff, altering stream flow and
water levels and causing flooding.



Use Chemicals Sparingly - If you need to apply
chemicals like pesticides, use only the amount needed
and avoid applying near waterways.



Test Your Soil - Understanding the elements of your
soils will allow you to understand what nutrients the
soils lack and the best fertilizers and application rate
to help reduce nutrient pollution.



Plant A Rain Garden - Rain gardens help reduce
stormwater runoff and filter out pollutants on your
yard. Rain gardens can also help alleviate areas of
ponding water on your property.



Credit: NRCS

Use A Rain Barrel - A rain barrel can be connected to
a downspout from your roof to collect stormwater for
later use, reducing runoff and your water bill.



Buffer Zones - If you live near a stream, keep an area
of vegetation between your lawn and the stream bank.
This can help slow stormwater and filter out
pollutants before they enter the waterway.



Pick Up Pet Waste - Picking up pet waste can help
prevent bacteria and other pathogens from entering
waterways that can cause algal blooms.

Get Hooked on Stream Health

Storm catch basin in parking lot near Jungle Jim’s in Fairfield.
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Wednesday, August 3
On August 3rd, Butler SWCD will be hosting a Get Hooked
on Stream Health event at Elk Creek. Participants will
learn all about what types of habitat are good for fish
through the citizens Qualitative Habitat Evaluation Index.
We will also be working with seines to catch and release
fish as well as demonstrating how to fish with a fishing
pole. Come out and get to know the fish at Elk Creek!

Why Test Your Well Water

2022 Board of Supervisors
Election

Lynn White, Education & Volunteer Specialist

Are you interested in conservation? Do you have a passion
for local government? Then maybe you should consider
running for Butler SWCD’s Board of Supervisors election.
The five member board of supervisors is responsible for
developing and administering the conservation assistance
program through the Butler Soil and Water Conservation
District and conducted in Butler County. They are public
officials, serving without pay, responsible to the people of
the District and state. We seek potential candidates who
are wanting to make a difference, to help bring new ideas
to the District, to lead, and to guide Butler SWCD to the
forefront of conservation.

Safe drinking water is important to your health. Testing
your private well’s water quality on a regular basis is
necessary to maintain a safe and reliable source of
drinking water. As an individual water system owner, it is
up to you to make sure that your water is safe to consume.

The District encourages those interested in running for
our election or would like to learn more information to
email croutka@butlercountyohio.org.

There are many waterborne contaminants that can cause
illnesses if enough are present in your water. Unless a
specific contamination problem is suspected, as in the case
of a nearby chemical spill, most well owners rely on tests
for coliform bacteria and nitrates as a general indicator of
the safety of their drinking water. Butler SWCD and
partners offer an annual testing event. During this event,
residents have their water tested for nitrates and bacteria.
The number of free tests is limited due to funding.

Butler SWCD New Hire
Nichole Banks

A warm welcome to Nichole
Banks, Natural Resource
Technician, who will be
working with Butler SWCD
this summer. Nichole was
born and raised in Portland,
Maine and moved to
Cincinnati, Ohio in 2012.
When she first moved to the
area she volunteered at the
Village Green Foundation,
assisting with invasive
removal. Finding a fond
interest for all things plant related she was interested in
pursuing a college degree focusing on horticulture. In the
summer of 2020 she began to study just that at Cincinnati
State Technical & Community College.

If you suspect your well is contaminated with other
substances, you should test for those as well. However, the
cost can rapidly grow, so try to identify potential sources.
The Butler County Health Department can provide
expertise on these matters, call (513) 863-1770 for
assistance. Don’t worry, they only make recommendations
and cannot shut your well down if they find issues. The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s rules that protect
public drinking water systems do not apply to individual
water systems, such as privately owned wells.
Laboratory analysis of your well water is one way to help
assure a safe water supply. But water testing by itself is
only part of the picture on the condition of your water
system. A water test provides a snapshot of what the
quality was like at the time the sample was collected. To
get a more accurate picture of your well’s health, it’s
important to combine periodic water testing with a careful
inspection of your water system. Loose or missing well
caps, holes or cracks in the well casting, or stagnant water
ponding near a well are just a few of the problems that can
lead to contamination. For more information about well
water visit: www.epa.gov/privatewells/protect-yourhomes-water.
If you missed our well water testing event, there are
numerous companies that you can use for testing. Please
see our contractors list page on our website for more
information.

Nichole will be graduating in August of 2022 with an
Associates degree in Sustainable Horticulture, with hopes
to continue her education focusing on brownfield
restoration and native habitat conservation. She has a
unique interest in Ohio wetlands and hopes to take part in
restoring as many as possible.
We welcome Nichole to the Butler SWCD team and look
forward to spending the summer working with her!
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Manmade or natural it is time to accept the consequences
of a changing climate and modify our farming operations
and practices to protect against the results.

Making No Till Soil Succeed
Brady Smith, Rural Specialist

Mitigation
By taking a look at your farming operation and realizing
management shortfalls, you can easily protect yourself
from climate related disasters. Helping water flow, or
transpire into the atmosphere rather than just run off are
two ways you can help decrease erosion and your
watershed in its entirety. Practicing no till with cover
crops are an excellent way to improve water infiltration.
Additionally, cover crops help soak up water that falls on
the fields. Cover crops have often been referred to as
“living pattern tile.”

The No Till Legacy
Since the 1970s there has been an industry wide push to
adopt no till farming practices. Much of the early
propaganda was due to decreased soil loss, though we
now know there are many other benefits. Increased water
infiltration, decreased fuel costs, organic matter retention,
and much more. But without proper active management
no till can create issues. Compaction, nutrient loss, and
gully erosion may begin to present themselves if farmers
are not active stewards and land managers.
Climate Shifts Create Issues
The last 3 years have seen an up-tick in grassed waterway
inquiries. Inquiries are in most cases not a direct effect of
increases in cost share funding, the fact is erosion and
flooding are increasing due to more erratic rainfall events.
A study published by the Great Lakes Adaptation
Assessment for Cities for the greater Dayton region titled
The Potential Impacts of Climate Change on Dayton, Ohio
points to higher intensity, increased rainfall as one of the
leading results.

To save time and money rather than doing whole field
cover crops, critical area plantings are another method to
stop erosion. Critical area planting are when small erosion
-prone areas of a field are seeded with a cover crop, like
wheat or rye, to stop erosion. Hillsides, former gullies,
ditch banks, and areas along streams are all great
candidates for a critical area planting. Sometimes, a few
hours each fall with a drill can save hundreds of tons of
dislodged topsoil from entering and polluting local bodies
of water.

The assessment concludes that “The climate of cities
throughout the Great Lakes region is already changing.
Rising temperatures are leading to more storm activity in
our atmosphere, helping to fuel extreme weather and
increased precipitation. While heat, drought, and other
changes associated with climate change remain a concern
for the future, many areas of the region are already facing
challenges associated with more total precipitation and
more frequent downpours.”

Save the Date:
Cover Crop Field Day
Date: Saturday, August 20
Location: Butler SWCD ACED Site
1802 Princeton Road, Hamilton, Ohio 45011
Butler SWCD will be hosting their third annual cover
crop field day this coming summer. While details are
still in the organizational stages, mark the date on your
calendar so you don’t miss out.

What does that mean for drainage infrastructure? Ditches,
culverts, drain tile, are all going to have to be larger. This
also means that streams, creeks, and rivers are all going to
have to become deeper and wider to accommodate all of
the increased rainfall. In many farm fields across the area,
where the headwaters of our streams are located are also
going to feel the same effects. More, larger gullies are
forming as our soils cannot sustain heavy rainfall over
short periods of time.

Check the Butler SWCD website in the next few months
for a complete schedule, list of speakers, and topics to
be covered by visiting www.butlerswcd.org. Any other
questions about cover crops reach out to Brady Smith
by calling (513) 785-6663.
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Butler SWCD
Scholarship

Camp Canopy
Campy Canopy is a wonderful
opportunity for students
interested in forestry and
wildlife. The camp combines
educational sessions with
instructors from Ohio’s top
natural resource
organizations as well as
industry experts from some
of the state’s best educational institutions with adventures
in the great outdoors. Plus, the traditional summer camp
activities!

Helena Hitch

Helena Hitch is our $500
Butler Soil and Water
Conservation District
Scholarship recipient this
year. Helena, a graduate of
Fairfield City School District,
is currently attending Miami
University focusing her
studies towards a major in
Applied Biology with a
concentration in Environmental Biology. Helena is
interested in environmental conservation as it relates to
habitat loss and climate change. We congratulate Helena
on her accomplishments thus far, and wish her good luck
as she continues her education.

The camp will take place June 12 - June 17 in Carrolton,
Ohio. For more information and how to register check out
www.campcanopy.com.
This camp provides a unique opportunity for high school
students to study up close and learn first-hand how to
appreciate Ohio’s forest and related natural resources.
Credit: OPHI to one
Butler SWCD offers a Camp Canopy Scholarship
Butler County student who has completed the 8th grade
and is at least fifteen years of age.

If you or someone you know is interested in our
scholarship, applications are due February 28 each year.
Find out more by calling the Butler SWCD office at (513)
887-3720 or visiting www.butlerswcd.org/grants.

Visit www.butlerswcd.org/grants to learn how to apply
for this great opportunity and to learn more about how
you can join in on the fun this summer.

2022 Finlay
Johnson
Award

BEST Volunteer
Butler Environmental Stewardship
Team (BEST) volunteers really are
the best! Thank you to the many
volunteers who have already
worked with us in the first part of
2022. Thus far we’ve created
education packets, packaged native
seeds, removed invasive species at
multiple locations, and picked up trash by the ton!

Lynn White

Butler Soil and Water
Conservation District’s
Lynn White, Education
and Volunteer Specialist,
was recently awarded the
Finlay Johnson Award.

We will be having events around the county so look for
one near you. We hope you can join us in conserving
Butler County’s natural resources.

This award was created in honor of two men, Bob Finlay
and Carl Johnson, who were instrumental in the creation,
as well as a lifetime of dedication to the Environmental
Education Council of Ohio. This award is presented to an
EECO member for making a significant or outstanding
contribution to the organization.
Lynn has been an active part of EECO for well over fifteen
years, so it’s only fitting that she is being recognized for
her hard work and dedication. All of Butler SWCD
congratulates Lynn on this wonderful achievement. She
certainly deserves the accolades. And don’t think she plans
on slowing down anytime soon, check out the next few
pages including all of the summer programs and events
coming up.

Upcoming Dates:
Thursday, June 16
Dudley Woods Park

Biological Monitoring
Liberty Township

Thursday, July 14
Hopewell School

Rain Garden Weed Removal
West Chester

Thursday, August 11 Wetland Weed Removal
Beckett Ridge Basin West Chester
Saturday, Sep. 17
Multiple Locations

Clean Sweep of the GMR
Great Miami River

For a complete list of projects and to sign-up please visit
www.butlerswcd.org/volunteer.
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The Nature of Kids

Kids Summer Activities

The Nature of Kids is a brand-new summer series to get
kids outdoors and into nature to appreciate and
investigate the world around them! Let’s get outside and
in the parks to learn through hands-on games, crafts, and
activities to explore, make discoveries, and have fun with
it.

Butler SWCD has a wide variety of FREE, fun kids
programs this summer.

When: Every Friday, June 3 through July 29
10 am - 11:30 am
Where:
 June 3 & June 10 - Rentschler Forest MetroPark, Reigart
Road
 June 17 & June 24- Voice of America MetroPark
 July 1 & July 8 - Forest Run MetroPark, Timberman

Creeking in the Parks

Ridge

Learn about the animals and fossils found in the creeks,
ponds, and wetlands around the county. All ages are
welcome! Appropriate footwear required, no flip flops
please.

 July 15 & July 22 - Elk Creek MetroPark, Sebald Park

Area
 July 29 - Butler County Fairgrounds, entrance fee to

Butler County Fair will apply for those who wish to join

When: Every Thursday, June 2 through July 28
10 am - 12 pm
Where:
 June 2 - Rentschler Forest MetroPark, Reigart Road

Join Butler Soil and Water Conservation District with
partners MetroParks of Butler County and Ohio State
University Extension, Butler County. For further
information visit www.butlerswcd.org/kids.

 June 9 - Rentschler Forest MetroPark, Line Hill Mound

Pond Study
 June 16 - Elk Creek MetroPark, Sebald Park Area

2022 Poster Contest

 June 23 - Forest Run MetroPark, Timberman Ridge

Grades K-12

Pond Study

“Healthy Soil, Healthy Life”

 June 30 - Four-Mile Creek MetroPark, Antenen

Many people don’t realize
that soil, especially healthy
soil, is full of life. Millions of
species and billions of
organisms make up a
complex and diverse mix of
microscopic and macroscopic
life that represents the
greatest concentration of biomass anywhere on the planet.
Bacteria, algae, microscopic insects, earthworms, beetles,
ants, mites, and fungi are among them.

Preserve
 July 7 - Chrisholm MetroPark, Woodsdale Regional

Wetland Study
 July 14 - Indian Creek MetroPark, Oxford Reily Road
 July 21 - Elk Creek MetroPark, Meadow Ridge

Pond Study
 July 28 - Governor Bebb MetroPark

Partners Butler Soil and Water Conservation District and
MetroParks of Butler County will be your hosts for this
series.

Every year, Butler SWCD works with local young artists to
create posters focusing on a specific conservation
message. This year’s theme is all about the importance of
healthy soils and all the wonderful benefits it provides to
our ecosystem. The poster contest is open to every K-12
child in Butler County. Our winners will be sent on to the
state contest.
Entry Deadline: Wednesday, June 1, 2022
Please visit www.butlerswcd.org/poster for all contest
rules, judging guidelines, and available resources.
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Butler SWCD
Mission: To promote the conservation, restoration, and responsible use of our natural resources
through technical assistance and education.

Want to Sponsor our Newsletter?
Contact our office today (513) 887-3720
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Butler SWCD
1802 Princeton Rd
Hamilton, OH 45011
513-887-3720
ButlerSWCD@ButlerCountyOhio.org
The Butler SWCD and the NRCS prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and marital or familial status.
USDA: An Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and Lender.

Save the Date:

Upper Dry Fork Watershed

Annual Meeting

Public Planning Meeting

In the early 1940s residents of Butler County concerned
with conservation petitioned to organize a local Soil and
Water Conservation District, and on May 25, 1942 the
Butler SWCD was established. Here we are, 80 years later,
and still working hard to follow our mission to promote
the conservation, restoration, and responsible use of our
natural resources through technical assistance and
education.

As a follow-up to the open house held this past February,
along with a survey sent out to those that reside within the
watershed, Butler SWCD
and partners are hosting
a public planning
meeting. The information
gathered at this meeting
will provide further
assistance in prioritizing
conservation efforts and
what resources are
available towards those
efforts.

Date: Tuesday, August 23
Time: 6 - 8 PM
Location: Pohlman Lanes 954
Pyramid Hill Blvd, Hamilton 45013

Date: Thursday, May 19
Time: 6 - 7:30 PM
Location: Morgan Township Community Center
6463 Okeana Drewersburg Road, Okeana, OH 45053

Join the entire Butler SWCD team on Tuesday, August 23
at Pohlman Lanes to celebrate our 80th anniversary with a
family fun birthday party. Yearly awards will be presented,
2022 board of supervisors voting will be available,
bowling, great food, and birthday cake will fill the evening.
Don’t miss out on this years annual meeting fun!
More information will be provided in the Butler SWCD
summer newsletter.

www.ButlerSWCD.org

Everyone is welcome, no
registration needed. Pizza
will be provided!
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