
  

 

Conservation  
Connection 

Fall 2025 

Inside this issue: 

Dumping Lawn Debris 2 

Take the Pledge 3 

2025 Award Winner 
Spotlight 

4 

Paint the Plow 5 

Salt Watch 5 

Butler County 
Fertilizer & Pesticide 
Recertification 

5 

Ohioõs Native Fruit 6 

2026 Newsletter 
Sponsorship Form 

6 

Upcoming Events 8 

If you could turn back time 
Kelly Crout, District Director 
I know all of us have thought about itñbeing able to turn back time or go back in time. 
My question isñif you did, would you change anything? Sure, there are lots of moments I 
can think of in my 11 years as District Director of Butler SWCD that have not turned out 
as planned. In fact, there are a few key ones that still make me wince when I think about 

them. 

About a month ago, David Carter, our Butler SWCD Director from 1977 - 2004 stopped 
by the office to say hello while he was in town. We talked a bit, catching up, before he 
complimented me and told me that the District was doing good things. While a simple 
statement, it had a profound impact. See, I know about all the mistakes and missteps, all 
the things I wish I could do over or better. So having someone on the outside say we are 
doing a good job put it all into perspective. If I went back and changed something, I 
would have missed out on all the good, bad, and in-between of what working at Butler 

SWCD has brought. 

So, itõs true, while those moments I think about still haunt me, they were also key 
educational lessons. Sometimes itõs okay to make mistakes, to fail, to not have an event or 
program turn out, to not hire the right candidate, to just not know in the moment what to 
do. I know I will continue to make mistakes, but I will also continue to learn and hopefully 

help the District be the best it can. 

I hope you also have those thoughts tooñthat while things in your life might not have 
gone as planned, there is still so much to celebrate. That you should not spend the hours 
thinking about what you could have done differently but rather look at all you have 

learned, gained, and the opportunities coming your way. 
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Cincinnati Master Rain Gardener:        

Spring 2026 Course 
Dates: February 20, 27; March 6, 13, 20; April 3 

Time: 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Location: Butler County location TBD 

Registration: $50  

The Master Rain Gardener (MRG) Course is a 6-day course that takes place over 7 
weeks. During the course, students are guided through the rain garden design and 
installation process by experienced regional professionals. The spring course will be 

hosted by Butler SWCD.  

For additional information and registration visit: www.cincyraingardener.org. 
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Dumping Lawn Debris 
Ashlee Mulrooney, Water Resource Specialist 
Itõs the fall season, which means the leaves are changing 
and the weather is cooling down. Some people take the 
fall weather as an opportunity to do some yard work, 
including lawn maintenance and leaf collection. With fall 
lawn care comes possible lawn debris that you now have 
to dispose of. This may include grass clippings, tree 
branches, leaves, dirt, etc. It is important to understand 
how to properly dispose of these products and understand 

where to not dispose of them. 

You may have already heard the saying òLeave the 
leaves,ó but may not understand the implications of this 
saying. Many people like to rake the leaves off of their 
lawn, but some people dump these leaves in places that 
they shouldnõt be. First off, leaving some of the leaves on 
your property can be a good thing. You can mow over the 
leaves and chop them up. This will allow the leaves to 
decompose onto your lawn and provide nutrients back into 
the soil. You can also rake some of them up and use them 
in compost, gardens, under trees, or to cover bare soil 

during the winter.  

Leaves can help retain moisture and prevent weeds. 
Leaving your lawn covered in a thick layer of leaves is not 
the best idea as this may smother your lawn, but leaving 
some of the leaves can be beneficial. Leaves can also be 
important habitat to many critters over the winter. Other 
yard waste, like grass clippings, twigs, tree branches, and 
sediment should also be properly disposed of or 

composted if possible. 

It is extremely important to remember where to properly 
dispose of yard waste. It is highly recommended to never 
dump yard waste into the street, into a storm drain, into a 
stream, or onto streambanks. For one, dumping yard waste 
adjacent to the curb in a street can impact traffic patterns. 
Also, when it rains, this rain can carry the yard waste into 
a storm drain and dumping anything into a storm drain 
other than rainwater is illegal. Dumping yard waste into a 
storm drain can also potentially clog the storm pipe and 
cause localized flooding. If this storm sewer system is 
attached to a detention/retention pond, it can cause build 
up in the pond which may lead to more routine 
maintenance and costs. As the yard waste decomposes, it 
can consume oxygen and deplete oxygen levels needed 

for aquatic organisms.  

Yard waste that has been treated with fertilizer or 
pesticides can also be pollutants in ponds and streams as 
well. Excess nutrients on yard waste can cause algal 
blooms, which can also be detrimental to aquatic 
organisms as more oxygen will be depleted as the algae 
dies off. This can be a large concern in ponds with fish, as 

fish can die off if oxygen is depleted.  

If you dump yard waste, including leaf piles, grass 

clippings, and woody materials along streambanks, this 

 

can negatively impact both the health of the stream and 
the structural integrity of the streambanks. Dumping yard 
waste materials onto streambanks can smother already 
existing riparian vegetation where the roots can help hold 
soils together and prevent against erosion. This could lead 
to more erosion along the streambanks as the vegetation 

dies and the soil slumps off.  

During heavy rain events, the yard waste can also be 
picked up from flooding and can be carried into the 
stream. This can cause backups, clogs, and localized 
flooding in downstream locations. This can also smother 
important habitat for fish and bugs. Yes, most of the 
materials, like twigs, leaves, and sediment, are already 
found in the stream, but it is important to view the stream 
as a moving, ever-changing system that can become 

unstable if more materials are added than needed.  

It is important to keep up to date with proper disposal of 
any yard waste and understand the impacts of dumping 
yard waste in locations it shouldnõt be dumped. Check to 
see if your local city/township or trash collection company 
has leaf collection or yard waste collection options. 
Remember to leave the leaves and only rain down the 

storm drain! 

Twigs & leaf built up in a stream. 

In Butler County, dumping anything other than 
stormwater down the storm drain is against the law! 
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Take the Pledge 
Kelly Crout, District Director 
In August, we held an event called 
PUPS in the Park, which may lead 
you to wonder why Butler SWCD 
held a dog event. PUP is actually 
a campaign slogan and a clever 
play on words; PUP stands for 
Pick Up Poop. This is a water quality campaign geared to 

get dog owners to pick up after their pup. 

So, why does picking up poop matter? Well, when it rains, 
bacteria in dog poop, such as E. coli, washes into puddles 
and storm drains, which then flows into nearby streams and 
rivers. None of this water is treated and once polluted, it 
can cause diseases for people and problems for fish and 
animals. There are about 75,000 dogs here in Butler 
County; each dog creates an average of 0.75 pounds of 
waste per day. That amounts to nearly 29 tons of dog 
poop daily potentially polluting our water when it rains! 

Even a tiny dogõs poop can be harmful. 

Dog poop can cause a lot of negative impacts on public 
health and the environment, but you can help by simply 
picking up after your dog. While taking your dog out to 
the park or on a trail, be sure to bring bags to pick up 
poop. The same goes for when you are at homeñpicking 
up poop from your own backyard helps to keep your 
family healthy. And yes, while bagged poop does go into 
a landfill, it eliminates the direct contribution of bacteria to 
local streams and rivers. There are biodegradable bag 

options also available. 

We hope that all Butler County dog ownersõ òdooó the 
right thing and scoop up poop. Letõs keep our water clean! 
You can take the PUP Pledge by going to our website at 

www.butlerswcd.org/pup. 

Huge thank you to all of the vendors who took part in our first ever PUPS in 
the park event. Also thank you to Nancy Nix, Butler County Auditor, for 
judging our dog contests & Hamilton Parks Conservancy for letting us use the 
space in Veterans Park & the Bark Park. 

The PUPS in the Park event had many four-legged visitors competing in 
several contests and enjoying the local vendors that were set-up. 

Helpful Tips to Keep Our Water 

Clean 
Beyond the Pick Up Poop campaign there are many 
other ways to help keep our local waterways free from 
pollutants. Here are a few tips that could assist local 

property owners: 

¶ Turn off water when bathing your dog to conserve 

water. 
¶ When washing vehicles, park in the grass so that 

soapy water doesnõt runoff into storm drains. 
¶ Always remember the right time and right rate 

when applying fertilizer to your lawn. 
¶ Properly dispose of any household hazardous 

waste at approved collection sites in Butler County. 
¶ Keep storm drains and streams clear of lawn 

clippings and leaves. 
¶ Install a rain barrel or a rain garden to reduce 

runoff. 
¶ If you have a septic system make sure you are 

scheduling routine inspections & maintenance.  
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Of all their accomplishments, the installation of their prairie 
and the completion of nearly 4,000 linear feet of grassed 
waterways are the most important in terms of conservation 
value. They also do a great job of sharing and promoting 
the benefits as well as often inviting friends and neighbors 
to their restored barn that was featured on the Magnolia 
Networkõs TV show Restoration Road with Clint Harp in 

2023.  

2025 Butler SWCD Award Winners 
Volunteer of the Year - Elizabeth Bruggen 

Friend of Conservation - Morgan Township Trustees 

Friend of Water Quality - Amanda Bentley Brymer & 

David Gorchov 

Outstanding Conservationist - John Kinne 

Outstanding Cooperator - Walter T. Brown Family Farm 

Award Winner Spotlight: 

Walter T. Brown Family Farm 
Brady Smith, Rural Specialist 
Sisters Connie and Ellen were honored with the 2025 
Cooperator of the Year award at our annual meeting, 
held this past August. This distinction is traditionally given 
to individuals who go above and beyond implementing 
voluntary conservation on their property. Connie and Ellen 
have participated in District conservation programs, 
educational workshops, and voluntary habitat restoration 

on their farm.  

Beautiful view at the Walter T. Brown Family Farmñthe Butler Soil & Water 
Conservation Districtõs 2025 Cooperator of the Year.  

We thank Connie and Ellen for their willingness to work 
with us and look forward to continuing our relationship in 

the future. Congratulations! 

When asked òwhyó implementing conservation practices is 
important, they indicated that inheriting a property is 
different than purchasing, and having been in the family 
since the middle of the 1940õs, they feel a commitment to 

improve the land and leave it better than when they got it.  

Pictured: Constance Wyatt & Ellen Popazivanov on the Walter T. Brown 
Family Farmñ2025 Cooperator of the Year. 

Restored barn on the Walter T. Brown Family Farm. 

Award winner spotlights are something new we are trying 
out this year, hopefully it will inspire and encourage others 
to accomplish conservation in their communities, on their 

property, or in their backyard. 
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Paint the Plow 
Lynn White, Education & Volunteer Specialist 
You may notice a few colorful snow plows around the 
county this winter. The Butler County Engineerõs Office 
(BCEO), in partnership with the Butler County Storm Water 
District, and Butler Soil & Water Conservation District, held 
their first ever òPaint the Plowó contest, open to local high 

schools. 

The goal of the contest was to promote public awareness 
of winter driving safety and the smart use of road salt. This 
contest encouraged high school students in Butler County to 
develop creative, original artwork that represents their 

school and is based on this yearõs theme. 

The winning designs came in from New Miami and Madison 
High Schools. The students have been hard at work 
painting their plows and now BCEO has attached them to 
the salt trucks. Designs will be visible during winter snow 
removal on various county-maintained roadways in the 

school districts, to enhance safety awareness. 

We are already underway with plans to hold this 
competition again for next winter, so if you know a local 
high school student who may be interested, pass along this 
information and they can start thinking of eye catching 

winter safety messages.  

Salt Watch 
While road salt keeps us 
safe on the roads and 
sidewalks during winter 
months, towns, cities, and 
landowners dump roughly 20 
to 30 million tons of salt 
every year across the United 
States. And as snow melts or 
rain falls, that salt gets 
washed into our storm drains, streams, and even into our 
drinking water. As a Salt Watch volunteer, you can take 

action to protect your community.  

Salt Watch is a community science project created by the 
Izaak Walton League of America that enlists volunteers, all 
across the country, to monitor chloride levels in local 
waterways using free kits. Volunteers collect water 
samples from streams, ponds, or snowmelt, test them for 
salt using test strips, and submit the data online. The goals 
are to raise public awareness about the impact of road 
salt, identify pollution òhotspots,ó and advocate for 
smarter salting practices to protect water quality and 

aquatic life. 

To request your free test kit online and learn how to salt 
smarter this winter, visit www.SaltWatch.org.                
Image and program information provided by the IWLA toolkit. 

Butler County Fertilizer & Pesticide 

Recertification 
Date: 

Tuesday, February 3, 2026 

Location: 
OSU Extension - Butler County 

1802 Princeton Rd, Hamilton, OH 45011 

Times: 
FACT 12:30 PM - 1:30 PM 

PAT 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

Cost: 
Fertilizer ONLY $15 

Fertilizer & Pesticide $35 

Contact/RSVP: 

J.T. Benitez - benitez.6@osu.edu or (513) 714-3891 

FACT/PAT class fees are a separate cost from your 
renewal application fee to be paid by the ODA. The 
ODA will be mailing you your renewal application. Let 
the ODA or J.T. Benitez know if you did not receive your 

renewal mailing. 

To receive a recertification, it is a two-part process: 

1. Attend a FACT/PAT recertification training. 

2. Complete/Return ODA renewal application form. 

Students at Madison High School pose with their snow plow. 

Students at New Miami High School pose with their snow plow. 
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Ohioõs Native Fruit 
Sarah Hill, Financial & Communications Coordinator 
It never fails, the first tree species to sell out in our Annual 
Tree Sale every single year is the Pawpaw tree (Asimina 
triloba). For that reason, it is the only species we continue 
to include on our sales list. And 2026 will be no 
differentñas long as the seedlings make it to us alive and 

healthy. 

The Pawpaw, native to Ohio, 
can be found growing all across 
the state. Best planted in moist, 
shady areas, the Pawpaw 
needs cross-pollination in order 
to bear fruits. The unusually 
shaped fruit produced has a 
distinct flavor similar to that of 
a banana, it is used to produce 
a wide variety of consumable 
products, including baked 
goods, beer, ice cream, soft 
drinks, and the list goes on and 

on.  

This yearõs Butler SWCD Garden Series held itõs 4th and 
final session at a property in Oxford Township, focusing on 
all things Pawpaw! Attendees learned everything from 
how to grow Pawpaw trees all the way to how to cook 
with the fruit produced, taking home a stack of recipe 

cards to try out! 

While weõre glad so many people are as excited about 
Pawpawõs as we are, an important word of warning for 
those that are interested in cooking with the Pawpaw fruit, 
do not consume the skin or seedsñthey contain alkaloid 
compounds which can cause nausea and vomiting. So make 

sure youõve done your homework before eating the fruit. 

Please note, the 2026 Tree Sale information and species 

list will be released in our January 2026 Newsletter.           

2026 Newsletter Sponsorship Form
To purchase advertisement space in our quarterly newsletter for 2026, please fill out the information below for one of 

the following options and return to our office by Friday, January 23, 2026. 

1.)  Remove advertisement for __________________________________, which will not be renewed. 

2.)  Keep current advertisement for __________________________________________________________________              

  (Check One) ____ without any changes, or ____ with the following changes: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.)  Please place a new advertisement for ____________________________________________________________ 

 Contact Name: ___________________________________ Phone Number: ____________________________ 

The space is approximately 2.5ó x 1.5ó in size (graphics will be included as space allows) - the price for the year is 
$125. Please send this form completed, a business card, and a check made payable to Butler SWCD, 1802 Princeton 
Road, Suite 300, Hamilton, Ohio 45011. If you have any questions at all please reach out to our office by emailing 

Sarah.Hill@bcohio.gov. 

Here are a couple of our favorite recipes using the 

Pawpaw fruitñenjoy! 
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Butler SWCD 
Mission: To promote the conservation, restoration, and responsible use of our natural resources  

through technical assistance and education. 

Want to Sponsor our Newsletter?  
Contact our office today (513) 887-3720 

 

 

 

 

Interested in volunteering? 
Butler SWCD hosts BEST Volunteer 

Events throughout the year at locations 
all across the county. 

 
Visit www.butlerswcd.org/volunteer 
for more information and to sign-up. 

 

 Do you have questions about stream 

erosion and potential solutions? 

The updated Butler County Stream 
Maintenance Guide is now available in digital 

format on our newly formatted streams 
website at www.butlerswcd.org/streams. And 

as always contact our office if you need 

assistance! 

Save - the - Date 
Tri-State Green Industry Conference 

Thursday, February 5, 2026 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Sharonville Convention Center 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Calling All Local Artists! 
The Rain Barrel Art project is open to artists of 

all ages and abilities.  
 

The deadline for artwork submission for 2026 
is December 12, 2025.  

 
Visit www.savelocalwaters.org/participate 

for project information and entry form. 

Butler County 
Farm Bureau Federation 

Serving Butler County since 1918! 

117 E. Walnut Street 
Farmersville, OH 45325 

 
513-844-8371 
butler@ofbf.org 
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The Butler SWCD and the NRCS prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, nation-
al origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and marital or familial status.   
USDA: An Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and Lender. 
 

 

Butler SWCD 
1802 Princeton Rd 
Hamilton, OH 45011 
513-887-3720 
ButlerSWCD@bcohio.gov 

www.ButlerSWCD.org   ButlerSWCD@bcohio.gov      #ButlerSWCD 

Upcoming Events 
¶Office Closed, Veterans Day: November 11 

¶Special Board Meeting: November 14 

¶Office Closed, Thanksgiving: November 27 & 28 

¶Board Meeting: December 9 

¶BEST Volunteer, Wildlife Feeders: : December 17 

¶Office Closed, Christmas: December 25 & 26 

¶Office Closed, New Yearõs: January 1 

¶Office Closed, MLK Day: January 19 

To find out more information on any upcoming events, 
please visit www.butlerswcd.org or call our office at 

(513) 887-3720. 

BEST Volunteer: 

Wildlife Friendly 

Holiday Decorations 
Date: Wednesday, December 17 

Time: 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

Location: Butler SWCD Office 

1802 Princeton Road, Hamilton, OH 45011 

Cost: Free 

Join Butler SWCD for a fun holiday conservation 
volunteer event. As an end of the year wrap-up for the 
BEST Volunteer program, we will be creating wildlife 
friendly decorations to feed the birds in the natural area 

next to the Conservation Districtõs building. 

There will be snacks and refreshments to share. Bring a 
plastic bag or plate so you can take some of the 
decorations we create home to the wildlife in your yard. 
We look forward to seeing our wonderful volunteers as 

we celebrate the holiday season!  


