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If you could turn back time

Kelly Crout, District Director
| know all of us have thought aboiit lteing able to turn back time or go back in time
My question i if you did, would you change anything? Sure, there are lots of momg
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X [t)umplng Lawn Debr 2

can think of in my 11 years as District Director of Butler SWCD that have not turnefl dake the Pledge 3
as planned. In fact, there are a few key ones that still make me wince when | thlnk-at%lits Award Winner
them. 4
Spotlight

About a month ago, David Carter, our Butler SWCD Director from-12004 stopped .
by the office to say hello while he was in town. We talked a bit, catching up, before]HBaint the Plow 5
complimented me and told me that the District was doing good things. While a simplgalt Watch 5
statement, it had a profound impact. See, | know about all the mistakes and misstdps, all
the things | wish | could do over or better. So having someone on the outside say eBaitder County o
doing a good job put it all into perspective. If | went back and changed something, | Fertilizer & Pesticide 5
would have missed out on all the good, bad, arkitween of what working at Butler | Recertification
SWCD has brought. Ohi 06s Na' 6 /.
So, ités true, while those moments | Jthink about
educational |l essons. Sometimes itds dR®gNewsettemakeg 1
program turn out, to not hire the right candidate, to just not know in the moment whaffonsorship Form
do. I know I will continue to make mistakes, but | will also continue to learn and hopedj Yomi

pcoming Events 8

help the District be the best it can.

| hope you also have those thoughtséitdmat while things in your life might not have
gone as planned, there is still so much to celebrate. That you should not spend the
thinking about what you could have done differently but rather look at all you have
learned, gained, and the opportunities coming your way.

Cincinnati Master Rain Gardener:

hours

Butler SWCD Board

Jeremy Fruth

Spring 2026 Course Chair
Dates:February 20, 27; March 6, 13, 20; April 3 Gary Gerber
Time:1:00 PM- 4:00 PM Vice- Chalr
. . Nathan Krause
Location:Butler County location TBD GARDENER . Treasurer
Registration:$50 ' Linda Peters
The Master Rain Gardener (MRG) Course ilayecourse that takes place over 7 Secretary
weeks. During the course, students are guided through the rain garden design angd : ;
. : . . : . . Nathan Gillespie
installation process by experienced regional professionals. The spring course willjbe Member
hosted by Butler SWCD.
For additional information and registration visit: www.cincyraingardener.org.
www.ButlerSWCD.org ButlerSWCD@bcohio.gov #ButlerSWCD



1 1 can negatively impact both the health of the stream and
Du m pl ng Lawn Debns the structural integrity of the streambanks. Dumping yart
Ashlee Mulrooney, Water Resource Specialist waste materials onto streambanks can smother already
|t ds the fall season, whiegidingmiparanegertiorwheretherasts cam helg hol
and the weather is cooling down. Some people take thesoils together and prevent against erosion. This could le
fall weather as an opportunity to do some yard work, to more erosion along the streambanks as the vegetatiol
including lawn maintenance and leaf collection. With faltlies and the soil slumps off.
lawn care comes possible lawn debris that you now have TR
to dispose of. This may include grass clippings, tree ; I {5
branches, leaves, dirt, etc. It is important to understand
how to properly dispose of these products and understand
where to not dispose of them.

You may have already heard t he

|l eaves, 6 but may not wunders ons
saying. Many people like to rake the leaves off of their

lawn, but some people dump these leaves in places that

they shoul dndét be. First of t he

your property can be a good thing. You can mow over the
leaves and chop them up. This will allow the leaves to
decompose onto your lawn and provide nutrients back into
the soil. You can also rake some of them up and use them
in compost, gardens, under trees, or to cover bare soill
during the winter.

Leaves can help retain moisture and prevent weeds.
Leaving your lawn covered in a thick layer of leaves is not
the best idea as this may smother your lawn, but leaving
some of the leaves can be beneficial. Leaves can also be
important habitat to many critters over the winter. OtherDuring heavy rain events, the yard waste can also be
yard waste, like grass clippings, twigs, tree branches, apetked up from flooding and can be carried into the
sediment should also be properly disposed of or stream. This can cause backups, clogs, and localized
composted if possible. flooding in downstream locations. This can also smother

It is extremely important to remember where to properl))mportant habitat for fish and bugs. Yes, most of the

dispose of yard waste. It is highly recommended to nev&atec;'als’h“ke twigs, kl)ea\_/e_s ' _and sed|ment_, arehalready
dump yard waste into the street, into a storm drain, into gund in the strearlr:, utitis |mporter11nt to VI%Wt e strean
stream, or onto streambanks. For one, dumping yard wig & moving, evechanging system that can become
adjacent to the curb in a street can impact traffic patterH‘:L.r.‘Stable if more materials are added than needed.

Also, when it rains, this rain can carry the yard waste intbis important to keep up to date with proper disposal of
a storm drain and dumping anything into a storm drain any yard waste and understand the impacts of dumping
other than rainwater is illegal. Dumping yard waste intomar d waste i n | ocations i
storm drain can also potentially clog the storm pipe andsee if your local city/township or trash collection compan
cause localized flooding. If this storm sewer system is has leaf collection or yard waste collection options.
attached to a detention/retention pond, it can cause buil@emember to leave the leaves and only rain down the
up in the pond which may lead to more routine storm drain!

maintenance and costs. As the yard waste decomposes, it
can consume oxygen and deplete oxygen levels needed
for aquatic organisms.

Yard waste that has been treated with fertilizer or
pesticides can also be pollutants in ponds and streams as
well. Excess nutrients on yard waste can cause algal
blooms, which can also be detrimental to aquatic
organisms as more oxygen will be depleted as the algae ,
dies off. This can be a large concern in ponds with fish, as - e D e SR
fish can die off if oxygen is depleted. %

If you dump yard waste, including leaf piles, grass In Butler County, dumping anything other than
. . . 1 1 H '
clippings, and woody materials along streambanks, this stormwater down the storm drain is against the law!

- - & / .
Twigs & leaf built up in a stream.

T




. ® Hey Butler County!

®% It'sTime to PUP
ﬁup (Pick Up Poop!)

Take the Pledge

Kelly Crout, District Directo
In August, we held an event cal
PUPS in the Park, which may le
you to wonder why Butler SWCI
held a dog event. PUP is actuall
a campaign slogan and a clever
play on words; PUP stands for
Pick Up Poop. This is a water quality campaign geared to
get dog owners to pick up after their pup.

So, why does picking up poop matter? Well, when it rains,
bacteria in dog poop, such &s coliwashes into puddles

and storm drains, which then flows into nearby streams and
rivers. None of this water is treated and once polluted, it
can cause diseases for people and problems for fish and
animals. There are about 75,000 dogs here in Butler
County; each dog creates an average of 0.75 pounds of
waste per day. That amounts to nearly 29 tons of dog Huge thank you to all of the vendors who took part in our first ever PUPS ir
poop daily potentially polluting our water when it rains! the park event. Also thank you to Nancy Nix, Butler County Auditor, for

: ~ judging Qur.dog gonfests iitan Parks Conservancy for letting us use
Even a tiny do gos poop c asﬁce iﬁvgeraﬁgi&w&lﬁPark.

Dog poop can cause a lot of negative impacts on public
health and the environment, but you can help by simply -
picking up after your dog. While taking your dog out to Helpfu| T|pS 1o Keep Our Wate
the park or on a trail, be sure to bring bags to pick up
poop. The same goes for when you are at Homieking Clean

up poop from your own backyard helps to keep your | gayang the Pick Up Poop campaign there are many

family healthy. And yes, while bagged poop does go inf jit0r \va
i A . S - . ys to help keep our local waterways free fr
a landfill, it eliminates the direct contribution of bacteria pollutants. Here are a few tips that could assist Iocall

local streams and rivers. There are biodegradable bag
options also available.

property owners:
1 Turn off water when bathing your dog to conse vet

We hope _that al | Butl er ¢ water.
right thing and scoop up _ _ _ t e
You can take the PUP Pledge by going to our website 1 When washing vehicles, park in the grass so that

www.butlerswcd.org/pup. soapy water doesndt rjur
: : ; 1 Always remember the right time and right rate
when applying fertilizer to your lawn.

1 Properly dispose of any household hazardous
waste at approved collection sites in Butler County

1 Keep storm drains and streams clear of lawn
clippings and leaves.

1 Install a rain barrel or a rain garden to reduce
runoff.

1 If you have a septic system make sure you are
scheduling routine inspections & maintenance.

e PUPS in the Park eventhad manylémged visitors competing in
several contests and enjoying the local vendors that weup set




Award W| nner Spotllg ht We thank Connie and Ellen for their willingness to work

with us and look forward to continuing our relationship in

Walter T. Brown Fam”y Farrit future. Congratulations

Brady Smith, Rural Specialist

Sisters Connie and Ellen were honored with the 2025
Cooperator of the Year award at our annual meeting,
held this past August. This distinction is traditionally given
to individuals who go above and beyond implementing &
voluntary conservation on their property. Connie and El
have participated in District conservation programs,
educational workshops, and voluntary habitat restoratior
on their farm.

Pictured: Constance Wyatt & Ellen Popazivanov on the Walter T. Brown
Family Farifn 2025 Cooperator of the Year.

Award winner spotlights are something new we are tryin
out this year, hopefully it will inspire and encourage othe
to accomplish conservation in their communities, on thei

Beautiful view at the Walter T. Brown Family Fathe Butler Soil & Water property, or in their baCkyard'
Conservation Districtds 2025 Cooperator of the Year.

Of all their accomplishments, the installation of their prais 25 BUtler SWCD Award V\hn

and the completion of nearly 4,000 linear feet of grass
waterways are the most important in terms of conservaligslunteer of the Year Elizabeth Bruggen
value. They also do a great job of sharing and promoti
the benefits as well as often inviting friends and neighb
to their restored barn that was featured on the Magnoli
Net wo r k 0Restdration Rbad with Clint Harp
2023.

gE‘iend of Conservation Morgan Township Trustees

Friend of Water Quality Amanda Bentley Brymer &
David Gorchov

Outstanding Conservationist John Kinne
Outstanding Cooperator Walter T. Brown Family FaTn

Congratulations

Restored barn n he Walter T. Brown Family Farm.

When asked owhyo6 i mpl ement.i
important, they indicated that inheriting a property is ‘
different than purchasing, and having been in the family WSTA

since the middle of the 19 48R0 MorganSIOGn

improve the land and leave it better than when they got it.

/I 2025 Scholarship _
Winner (




Paint the Plow Salt Watch

Lynn White, Education & Volunteer Specialist While road salt keeps us
You may notice a few colorful snow plows around the safe on the roads and
county this winter. The Bsidewplksgdurirguiotert y
(BCEO), in partnership with the Butler County Storm Wat@nths, towns, cities, and
District, and Butler Soil & Water Conservation District, Héigdowners dump roughly <
their first ever oPaint tth3® mifanpns®fsato n&
schools. every year across the Unite

Th | of th bli States. And as snow melts
e goal of the contest was to promote public awareneﬁain falls, that salt gets

of winter driving safety and the smart use of road salt. hed into our storm drains. streams. and even into o
contest encouraged high school students in Butler Coungy Ring water. As a Salt Waté:h voluntéer you can take
develop creative, original artwork that represents their action to prote.ct your communit ’

hT's yearo0s Re e

school and is based on t _ s ] _
Salt Waitch is a community science project created by th

Lhehwsinﬂingl dglisri]gns cgme iT]frombNethi?jmi and iL\/Iadl'fggk Walton League of America that enlists volunteers,
igh Schools. The students have been hard at wor cross the country, to monitor chloride levels in local

painting their plows and now BCEO has attached them aterways using free kits. Volunteers collect water

the salt trucks. Designs will be visible during winter Sno‘é’amples from streams, ponds, or snowmelt, test them fo
removal on various courtaintained roadways inthe g4 sing test strips, and submit the data online. The go

school districts, to enhance safety awareness. are to raise public awareness about the impact of road
We are already underway with plans to hold this salt, identify pollution
competition again for next winter, so if you know a localsmarter salting practices to protect water quality and
high school student who may be interested, pass along dlgjgatic life.

information and they can start thinking of eye catching 1, request your free test kit online and learn how to salt

winter safety messages. smarter this winter, visit www.SaltWatch.org.
Image and program information provided by the IWLA toolkit.

Butler County Fertilizer & Pest
Recertification

Date:
Tuesday, February 3, 2026

Location:
OSU ExtensiorButler County
1802 Princeton Rd, Hamilton, OH 45011

Times:
FACT 12:30 PM- 1:30 PM
PAT 1:30 PM-4:30 PM

Cost:
Fertilizer ONLY $15
Fertilizer & Pesticide $35

Contact/RSVP:
J.T. Benitezbenitez.6@osu.edu or (513) 743891

FACT/PAT class fees are a separate cost from your
renewal application fee to be paid by the ODA. The
ODA will be mailing you your renewal application. Let
the ODA or J.T. Benitez know if you did not receive you
renewal mailing.

To receive a recertification, it is a fpart process:

1. Attend a FACT/PAT recertification training.

Students at New Miami High School pose with their snow plow. 2. Complete/Return ODA renewal application form.
v




Ohi ods

Sarah Hill, Financial & Communications Coordi

It never falls, the first tree species to sell out in our Anrf~

Tree Sale every single year is the Pawpaw tikgfiina
triloba). For that reason, it is the only species we contin
to include on our sales list. And 2026 will be no
differenti as long as the seedlings make it to us alive g
healthy.

The Pawpaw, native to Ohio, §
can be found growing all acr
the state. Best planted in moig
shady areas, the Pawpaw
needs crosgollination in order;
to bear fruits. The unusually
shaped fruit produced has a
distinct flavor similar to that o
a banana, it is used to produ

Nati ve

ere ar
awpa

1 cup melted butter
2 cup sugar

4 eggs

2 cups pawpaw pulp

1 Tbsp. lemon juice

4 cups sifted AP flour
2 tsp. baking powder
3 cups pecan pieces

1.Preheat oven to 375F. Grease two loaf pans.

2.Beat butter, sugar, and eggs. Add pawpaw pulp and lemon
juice.

3.Stir in sifted flour and baking powder.

4.Stir in pecans and fill loaf pans.

5.Top loaves with pecans and bake for 1 hour 15 minutes.

C uplwf ?ur fatvorite recipes using the

a wide variety of consumable
products, including baked

goods, beer, ice cream, soft
drinks, and the list goes on a
on.

Thi s

SWCD
final session at a property in Oxford Township, focusin
all things Pawpaw! Attendees learned everything from
how to grow Pawpaw trees all the way to how to cook
with the fruit produced, taking home a stack of recipe
cards to try out!

yeards Butl er

* 1% cups pureed
pawpaw

® 2cupscream

e 2 cups milk

* 1cupsugar
e 1tsp vanilla extract
e 5eggyolks

1.Heat cream, milk, and sugar in a pot over medium heat.

Whil e weodr e g | ad SO many 2.Beat egg yolks in a bowl. Add one ladle of hot cream into the b «
Paw paw 0s as w e ar e, an i eggs and stir constantly. Pour egg mixture into the hot cream f
. . . . mixture.
those that are mterestgd In COPkIﬂg with the Pawpaw fi 3.Heat and stir constantly until the mixture thickens.
do not consume the skin or séetley contain alkaloid AT e bl et el e et eesl
compounds which can cause nausea and vomiting. So 5. Add pureed pawpaw, then churn in an ice cream machine.
sure youbve done your ho f
Please note, the 2026 Tree Sale information and species
list will be released in our January 2026 Newsletter.
2026 Newsletter Sponsorship Form
To purchase advertisement space in our quarterly newsletter for 2026, please fill out the information below fpr @
the following options and return to our officefryday, January 23, 2026
1.) Remove advertisement for , which will not be renewed.
2.) Keep current advertisement for
(Check One) without any changes, or with the following changes:
3.) Please place a new advertisement for
Contact Name: Phone Number:
The space is approximately 2.506 x 1. btitepriceforshe yearis (]g |
$125. Please send this form completed, a business card, and a check made payable to Butler SWCD, 1802|Prir
Road, Suite 300, Hamilton, Ohio 45011. If you have any questions at all please reach out to our office by enjaili

Sarah.Hill@bcohio.gov. ®




Gail Lierer Crop Ins. Agency |THEODORE JUNG,EA  gLOCK
Gail Lierer TERARVISEE Ad ?” Butler Rural Electric
Certifying Acceptance Agent VISOIS /lﬁ i

Crop Insurance Agent Tax & Business Services COOPe:a,tw.e’h:c K>

1487 Chapel Road 110 Boggs Lane, St 101 ®

Cincinnati, OH 45246 3888 Stillwell Beckett Road | Oxford, Ohio 45056
Okeana, Ohio 45053

Office: 513.771.5611 Business Hours
513-738-9973 home Fax: 513.771.5514 Monday through5|:1r3id8ag7- Z;‘sg)oa.m. to 4:30 p.m.

513-615-9257 cell
lierer.1 (Q_gmail.com

theodore.jung@blockadvisors.com

p f @butlerrural @ butlerrural.coop
www.blockadvisors.com

Interested in volunteering? | & D. Mike Schenck
_ Save- the - Date Butler SWCD hosts BEST Voluntp&EsT (513) 424-0183
TriState Green Industry Conferendezyents throughout the year at loca"cgbsl’lenck L T e—
Thur;%%yé;e%r%%ry r?l 2026 all across the county. ContractorspLLC
Sharonville Convenﬁon Center | vjigi Pond Building My Specialty
isitwww.butlerswcd.org/voluntee

Cincinnati, Ohio for more information and to si PO Box 233 Ny
S Middletown OH 45042-0233 &/

Do you have questions about strean SHEG DS I 127 South
erosion and potential solutions? : 937-286-0407
P EXCAVATING (2 a Ota i i

agdatasolutions@gmail.com

Member of

-

The updated Butler County Stream SOLUTIONS www.agdatasolutions.com
Maintenance Guide is now available in digjtal glezr_ing Basements
format on our newly formatted streams| , ,. rading Water Lines Don Garrett
. D ildi
website atwww.butlerswcd.prg/_streanmd Mike Rack D{;ﬁ“ﬁf EE','%'Q g Fads
as always contact our office if you need| 513-265-6360  waterways  Footers Certified Crop Advisor Trimble Ag Software
istance! Technical Service Provider fo_r NRCS
assis : Located in Okeana Ohio - Fully Insured CNMP and NMP Certified-Ohio (Farm Works) Support
Butler SWCD

Missionfo promote the conservation, restoration, and responsible use of our natural resources
through technical assistance and education.

A% COOMBS Janae Arno  |Combs
EXCAVATING & DRAINAGE. INC. MSN, APRN-CNP Grnggp Courtney E. Combs

FOR YOUR DRAINAGE, WATERWAY AND EXCAVATING NEEDS Broker
Richard L. Coombs (513) 717-4333 (Ofﬁce) One Donna Avenue
Hamilton, Ohio 45013

5037 Hamilton Eaton Road info@myfrontierwellness.com Business (513) 829.8222

o OLD TIME APPROACH .
Collinsville, OH 45004 0 YOUR 3763 Hamilton Cleves Road Residence (513) 894-5258
Cell (513) 470-1995

Ph: 513-726-6124  Fax: 513-726-4816 . i
Cell: 51 3_62?;_(7072 HEALTHCARE NEEDS Hamllton, OH 45013 CombsGroupRealty@gmail.com
Email: RC3156@aol.com www.myfrontierwellness.com

Butler Couh tg)ionsorthlsnewsletter
Farm Bur eau H

er at !I é‘)n
Serving Butler Count since

117 E. Wallnu Comucte&ﬁtlerSWCD

SFrontier

“Wellness |
Rodz @ ohio

LAKE MANAGEMENT

Algae & Aquatic Weed Control | Nutrient Remediation

Farmersvilllf, OI—{_ 5325
Oﬁn out more Gamefish Stocking | Fish Population Surveys
Fountain & Aeration Installation
51-84-83 7|1 51 _88 -2720
BUTLER COUNTY b ut ! er @( f b f é 7 37 Free Proposal: 800.662.3474 | JonesLakeManagement.com
Calling All Local Artists! FaFr?ARéal ESt?tedengage ‘ 513.8921116
The Rain Barrel Art project is open to artis uaranieea Loans i .
all ages and abilities. Beginning Farmer/ Young Farmer monalisa@monasmakeup.com
The deadline for artwork submission for 2 Mobile Banking & Remote Deposit e
e deadline for artwork submission for P : :  Saconid SE Tasviilion
, ersonalized Service & More! 24 S. Second St,
is December 12, 2025. ;
; Member FDIC Equa Housing Lend 0/// g s ,
;meers 7|§132 Oglailér Pskmiynéscfn ’MA[KJECZUP $100 permanent P
Visit www.savelocalwaters.org/participatg " 2 & Training Genter . procedures (during any class)
for project information and entry form. www.BathStateBank.com with Mona Lisa

Want to Sponsor our Newsletter?
Contact our office today (513) 883720

X



Butler SWCD
K 1802 Princeton Rd
Hamilton, OH 45011
SOl L & WATER 513.887-3720

CONSERVATION DISTRICT  gytlerswcD@bcohio.gov

The Butler SWCD and the NRCS prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, nation-
al origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and marital or familial status.

USDA: An Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and Lender.

Upcoming Events

fiOffice Closed, Veterans DayNovember 11

fISpecial Board Meetindllovember 14

{Office Closed, ThanksgivingNovember 27 & 28
fBoard MeetingDecember 9

IBEST Volunteer, Wildlife Feeder®ecember 17
fiOffice Closed, Christma$ecember 25 & 26

fOf fi ce CIl oseldnuyaryNew Year

{Office Closed, MLK Daydanuary 19
To find out more information on any upcoming event
please visitvww.butlerswcd.orgr call our office at
(513) 887-3720.

(@]

12

BEST Volunteer:
Wildlife Friendly
Holiday Decorations

Date:Wednesday, December 17
Time:5:00 PM- 7:00 PM

Location:Butler SWCD Office
1802 Princeton Road, Hamilton, OH 45011

Cost:Free

Join Butler SWCD for a fun holiday conservation
volunteer event. As an end of the year wagpfor the
BEST Volunteer program, we will be creating wildlife
friendly decorations to feed the birds in the natural area
next to the Conservation

There will be snacks and refreshments to share. Bring a
plastic bag or plate so you can take some of the
decorations we create home to the wildlife in your yard.
We look forward to seeing our wonderful volunteers as
we celebrate the holiday season!

www.ButlerSWCD.org ButlerSWCD@bcohio.gov #ButlerSWCD



